Argumentation and Forensics Division
VP & Program Planner: Hannah Tabrizi, htabrizi@memphis.edu

The Argumentation and Forensics Division (AFD) of the Southern States Communication
Association invites submissions for the 2021 Convention. The division welcomes papers, panels,
posters, and workshops across the spectrum of argumentation (e.g., theory, criticism, pedagogy)
and competitive speech and debate (e.g., pedagogy, history, praxis, culture, forensics across the
curriculum, Urban Debate Leagues, public debate formats). Non-traditional formats such as
roundtable discussions and performance showcases are encouraged. The division is especially
interested in submissions related to the conference theme, “Harboring Hope: Rebuilding through
Communication.” We additionally encourage submitters to contact other divisions to create cosponsored presentations.
The division sponsors the SSCA Town Hall Debate and invites topic suggestions. Debate topics
should relate to the conference theme. Those interested in debating, moderating, or coordinating
the event should contact the division planner.
The division invites nominations for Forensics Educator or Contributor of the Year Award.
Those wishing to nominate a peer should include a cover letter, the C.V. for the nominee, and up
to five pages of supporting material including student and peer letters of support. Selfnominations are welcome.
Individual paper submissions related to the convention theme, teaching methods, research
strategies, and other topics of interest are strongly encouraged. Submissions should include two
separate documents. The first document should include the title page and the author or authors’
name(s), affiliation(s), mail address(es), phone/fax number(s), and email address(es). The second
document should include a 150-word abstract and the manuscript of the paper with all author
details removed to facilitate blind review. Submissions should not exceed 25 double-spaced
pages, exclusive of the title page, abstract, references, diagrams, and appendices. Submissions
will be considered for the division’s Top Paper Award and Top Student Paper Award. Students
submitting papers should designate the paper as “STUDENT” on the title page. The top student
paper will be submitted for consideration for SSCA’s Robert Bostrom Young Scholar Award.
Submissions for panels, workshops, and other innovative formats should include two separate
documents. The first document should include the title and an abstract that explains the idea, as
well as abstracts and titles for the individual components when appropriate (e.g., a panel of
papers). Submitters must also provide a 250-word rationale for the proposed presentation, noting
the expertise of the participants to address the topics to be covered. Additionally, be sure to
specify the presentation type (e.g., panel, roundtable, workshop) in your submission. The second
document should include the names, paper titles (when appropriate), affiliations, mail addresses,
phone/fax numbers, and e-mail addresses for all participants. All submissions should be
submitted via the online submission system by Thursday, October 1st, 2020; other inquiries may
be directed to htabrizi@memphis.edu. by Thursday, October 1, 2020; other inquiries may be
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